
HARTSVILLE/TROUSDALE COUNTY METROPOLITAN GOVERNMENT  

Communications Committee 

August 11, 2020 | 6:00PM | TC Courthouse  

Meeting Minutes  

Members Present: Landon Gulley, Chair 

Amber Russell, Vice Chair 

Beverly Atwood 

Ken Buckmaster 

 

Dwight Jewell  

DJ Linville  

Amy Thomas  

 

Absent:  Seth Thurman, Secretary 

 

 

Others Present: Mayor Stephen Chambers 

Mark Presley 

Chris Gregory 

Lonnie Taylor 

Cliff Sallee 

1. Call to Order.  Meeting was called to order at 6pm by Chairman Landon Gulley. 

2. Approval of Minutes.  Minutes from the February 20, 2020 meeting were reviewed and discussed. 

Motion to approve the minutes as presented from Ken Buckmaster, second by Beverly Atwood.  

 Motion Carried, minutes accepted. 

3. Old Business 

a. County Website 

Amy Thomas gave a report to the progress of the website.  Since announcing the redesign in 

March 2020, the site has received over 17,000 users and averaging 150 users a day.  The alert 

function has been used during the COVID pandemic.  Mayor has done a great job keeping 

that information up to date.  Several forms have moved to the site for digital access.  Mainly 

in the Building, Codes, & Zoning department.  Committee/Board/Commission agendas and 

minutes are available on the site along with the Mayor’s video recording of the meetings.   

Editing and uploading to the site has been uncomplicated with very few issues.  ReviZe has a 

great customer support service which has made the transition very smooth. 

Ms. Thomas is still requesting high resolution pictures from the community.  Submissions can 

be sent to contact@trousdalecountytn.gov.  These pictures will be used as backgrounds, 

banner images, and to enhance several pages throughout the site. 

There are a few issues that need to be addressed such as the Search feature and getting word 

out to the community that the site has been redesigned.  Ms. Thomas has contacted ReviZe 

about the search feature and is waiting for response.  Mr. Buckmaster mentioned the 

possibility of having the site address as part of the emblem on County vehicles and putting 

signs up around town.  Ms. Russell suggested running an ad or article in the Vidette. 

Overall, the website redesign has benefited the Community and has made information more 

accessible to the public. 

b. Audio/Visual Equipment 

Continuing discussion on installing a system in the upper Courtroom that would allow for 

better audio and recording capabilities for meetings.  Chairman Gulley stated his appreciation 

of the Mayor and his ongoing effort to record meetings for the public.  He has noticed 

several in the Community are more in touch with Commission issues and able to be involved.  
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Chairman Gulley would like to move forward with this idea and asks the Committee for the 

next step in the process. 

Mayor was asked about the CARES Act Funding from the State.  After the last legislative 

session, all restrictions were removed from the Local Government Support funding.  The 

General Fund has received $734,094.   

The main priority for the audio/visual system would be audio assistance for the hard of 

hearing individuals.  Any system installed must be ADA compliant.  Mayor asked the 

committee to discuss needed specifications to put together an RFP.  Mayor then 

acknowledged Lonnie Taylor to speak to the Committee.  Mr. Taylor works with A/V systems 

and has knowledge of what would be needed for this project.   

Mr. Taylor spoke to the Committee about the key areas that needed to be addressed in the 

upper courtroom.  He also spoke to what equipment would be needed and how the 

equipment would need to be placed in the room to offset the existing acoustics.   

Mr. Jewell reiterated that a draft RFP would need to be produced, presented to the 

Committee, and then sent out for submissions.  The RFP will need to include phases, a time 

frame, and any specific items.  Mayor asked the Committee to appoint one member to act on 

behalf of the Committee for the Mayor to consult on specifics and be a main point of contact 

during the RFP process.  Mayor said communication would be phone calls or emails and 

would not be a bother to the individual. Amber Russell nominated DJ Linville, seconded by 

Beverly Atwood.   Motion Approved. 

4. Public Comments 

None presented. 

5. Adjourn 

With no further business, Ken Buckmaster moved to adjourn the meeting.  Meeting 

adjourned at 6:51pm. 

 

No future meeting scheduled at this time 

 

Minutes submitted by Amy Thomas. Secretary Seth Thurman was not able to attend. 


